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UPDATED 6/20/2012 

 

 

Dear Music Parents: 
 
The High School Music Staff would like to update you on the progress of our female 
concert dress. We have selected a dress that is classy, concert appropriate, and within 

a reasonable price range. A black empire style gown with ¾ sleeves was voted on by 

an overwhelming majority of girls as the new dress for the music performance outfit 

at DHS to complement the boys’ tuxes.  Faculty and parents reviewed the dress to 
ensure students can perform comfortably and for its flattering fit. 
 
As we move forward with the dresses, we would like to reiterate the importance of 
having the concert dress reflect the quality of the music onstage. Girls will be required to 
purchase the dress for our performances in 2012-2013. Detailed instructions on how to 
purchase the dress as well as a sizing chart are on the attached sheets. We do ask that 
girls purchase black character shoes like the ones shown. The music staff would like to 
stress the same expectations that we have for gentlemen and their tuxedos: ladies who are 
not wearing the proper concert outfit will not be permitted to perform on stage. In 
addition to our regular performances, students will be required to wear their outfit during 
our performances at Disney World. Students who do not have the concert dress will not 
be permitted to attend the Disney trip. All questions should be brought to the students’ 
ensemble director.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to another wonderful year of 
Duxbury Music. 
 
DHS Music Staff 
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Girl’s Concert Dress - INFO  

 

• By the first day of school, we will have one dress in each size available that 
girls can try on for sizing purposes. If a parent would like to be there when the 
dress is tried on, arrangements can be made after school. Duxbury Music 

Promoters will host a student/family Q&A the evening of Sept. 4
th 

so parents 

can get questions answered, see the actual dresses, and shoes will be available 

to be ordered that night. (Mark your calendars.) An email with more details 
about this event will be sent late in August. 

 

• Formal Fashions Inc.’s website is currently undergoing revision.  Due to this, 
online purchasing may not available at the time of this mailing but will be shortly.  
You can check the website for availability or wait until the September 4th 
Meeting.  Deadline for submitting your order is Sept. 14.  This allows time for 
hemming and any returns or alterations before the concert season begins. 

 

• The dress order number for the girls’ DHS performance outfit has been 
updated due to a last-minute change at the manufacturer, also decreasing cost 
and timing to us.  Any orders placed thus far are on hold so parents can change 
those accordingly.  

 

• The express dress model now is 49N53AA in black at 

www.formalfashionsinc.com and takes approximately 8-10 days to process and 

ship.  The cost is $49 for sizes up to 16. For size 18 and over there is a $10 up-

charge making the price $59.  Shipping is $15 – approximately 5 day FedEx 

ground, delivered to your house.  For girls 5’10” and over you will need to order a 

“tall cut” which will add another 4” to the hem.  It takes 3 extra weeks for this 

service, but there is no charge. (Tall cuts are non-returnable/non-exchangeable). 

• Parents need to pay special attention to the issue of fit, to save time and money.  

Department store dress sizes do not apply to this dress.  Formal Fashions has 

sizing charts for reference at https://www.formalfashionsinc.com/sizes.php. 

Parents will need to do final measurements and align with the size on the chart, 

adjusting for issues like possible growth over the summer, etc. We recommend 

that ordering of these dresses not take place until your daughter has tried on 

her estimated size at school. (You can always call and get help via Formal 

Fashion’s 800 number if you are stuck and for whatever reason not able to try on 

the dress). 
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• Dresses can be returned (within 30 days, tags on), but there is a restocking fee of 

10% and the customer pays shipping costs both ways.  The return process incurs 

up to a three-week delay, so proper measuring and trying dress on in advance will 

save time and money. 

• Dresses arrive un-hemmed. The Duxbury Music Promoters confirmed that 

Randy’s Drycleaners in Duxbury can hem for $20. Hemming needs to account for 

shoes with 1.5” heels. (See Guideline for Hem Length included below.)  Parents 

are also responsible for any necessary alterations. 

• The fabric of the dress is black 100% Polyester Knit.  It is machine washable in 

cold water.   Hang wet to air dry. Or use lowest dryer setting if you must.  

• Use the reference DUXBURY HIGH SCHOOL when you order.         

 

Guideline for hem length 

 

• Measuring for hemming must be done with the above shoes 
(1.5 inch heel) and with the bra which would be worn with the dress.  

 

• In terms of length, the hem length must touch the top vamp of the shoe, and fall 
an even distance (approx.1-2 inches) from the floor all the way around.  

 

• Depth of hem must not exceed 4".  
 

• Do not use staples, iron-on tape, fabric adhesives or safety pins to hem the dress.  
 

• Have hem professionally done to these guidelines. Or sew by hand with needle 
and thread. Do not topstitch hem on a sewing machine. 

 

Shoes - INFO 

 
The shoes that complete the outfit will be black “character shoes”, a form of stage or 
dance shoes. They have a 1½ inch heel and a strap. The Capezio brand of this shoe can be 
purchased locally at Little Shoes, 359 Court Street, in North Plymouth. Phone: 508-747-
2226.  This will give you the advantage of trying the shoes on.  If they are out of your 
size it can be stocked in one week. The owners of Little Shoes have given Duxbury 
Music Promoters a 15% discount so the cost is under $35, making this is a quality shoe 
for a very good price.  You may also order character shoes online at places like Zappo’s 
or Target or other places if you wish.  
 


